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The  Pensioners  Deserve 

The  Best  Kind  of  Money. 

Most  of  the  debt  is  out  of  the  way. 

The  great  debt  of  the  Govern- 
ment now  is  to  the  Surviving  Soldiers 
of  the  Republic.  There  are  970,000 
Pensioners  on  the  Honored  Pension 
Roll  of  this  Government  to-day,  and 
the  Government  pays  out  of  its  pub- 
lic treasury  in  Pensions  over  $140,- 
000,000  every  year  to  the  Soldiers 
and  Sailors,  their  Widows  and  their 
Orphans.  Every  dollar  of  that  debt 
must  be  paid  in  the  best  currency  and 
coin  of  the  world.  There  is  nobody 
more  interested  in  maintaining  a 
Sound  and  Stable  Currency  than  the 
Old  Soldiers  of  the  Republic,  their 
Widows  and  their  Orphans. 

— From  Major  McKinley’s 
Address  to  Old  Soldiers. 


[ 


<CiXXViV%XXXXVV\V^V\X\\\\VVVXXXXXXXXXXXXXXVVVVVXVVXXXX\XX\XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX\\X\\XX\XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXS!»3;^XVVV^XXV\XXV\\VVV 


AM  an  Old  Soldier.  I served 
in  the  Seventh  Regiment  of 
Ohio  Infantry,  I was  honor- 
ably discharged  for  wounds 
received  in  battle  and  I draw  a 
pension.  I have  no  use  for  poli- 
ticians or  for  political  parties  that 
want  to  take 


away  my  pension, 
i down  or  make  it  worth 

/L  less  to  me  by  tinkering  with  the 

” money  system  of  the  country,  I 
.4^  earned  that  pension  fairly.  My 

' comrades  earned  theirs  fairly. 

I hear  a good  deal  of  talkabout 

the  free  coinage  of  silver,  and  I 
have  been  reading  a good  deal  on  this  subject.  What 
we  old  soldiers  want  to  know  is  how  this  free  coinage 
scheme  is  going  to  affect  us.  Is  there  anything  in  it  for 
the  old  veteran? 


It  makes  no  difference  to  us  now  whether  we  get  our 
pension  money  in  gold,  or  silver  or  paper  money.  One 
kind  of  money  is  worth  just  as  much  to  us  as  any  other 
kind.  The  free  coinage  men  say  that  we  have  the  gold 
standard  now  and  that  this  makes  prices  low  and  money 
scarce,  T hey  say  that  if  we  had  the  silver  standard 
and  unlimited  coinage  of  silver  dollars  prices  of  every- 
thing would  be  high  and  money  would  be  plenty. 
They  say  gold  standard  money  is  dear  money  and  that 
silver  standard  money  would  make  everything  cost  abou  t 
twice  as  much  as  it  does  now.  There  is  only  fifty- 
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three  cents  worth  of  silver  in  a silver  dollar,  but  there 
is  100  cents  worth  of  gold  in  a gold  dollar.  If  we  had 
the  silver  standard  they  say  that  any  man  who  had 
anything  to  sell  could  get  twice  as  many  silver  dollars 
for  it  as  he  can  now  get  dollars  of  our  present  gold 
standard. 

This  idea  is  quite  taking  with  many  people,  but  we 
old  soldiers  want  to  know  where  we  are  coming  in  on 
the  new  deal.  The  silver  men  do  not  say  anything 
about  raising  our  pensions.  What  they  want  to  do  is 
to  double  the  price  in  silver  dollars  of  everything  we 
have  to  buy.  That  would  make  our  pension  money 
worth  only  half  as  much  to  us  as  it  b now.  The 
• veteran  who  gets  twelve  dollars  a month  would  get 
twelve  dollars  all  the  same,  but  they  would  be  worth 
only  as  much  as  six  dollars  are  now. 

We  old  soldiers  are  a little  past  the  time  of  life  for 
going  into  new  speculations  and  new  experiments.  We 
want  the  best  money  in  the  world  when  we  get  our 
checks  from  Uncle  Sam,  That^s  what  we  get  now. 

No  country  has  any  better  money  than  Uncle  Sam^s. 

You  can  take  it  to  London,  or  Japan  or  South  America 
and  it  is  worth  just  as  much  as  it  is  at  home.  Quit 
fooling  with  it ; let  it  alone.  That  is  what  we  say. 

I don^t  suppose  that  Bryan  ever  thinks  for  a moment 
how  his  free  silver  coinage  scheme  would  hurt  the  old 
pensioners.  He  was  not  a soldier.  He  was  bom  about 
the  time  the  Great  Rebellion  broke  out.  He  can^t  be 
expected  to  sympathize  with  us  old  soldiers.  Major 
McKinley  was  a soldier  and  a good  one.  He  enlisted 
in  1861  when  he  was  only  eighteen  years  old  and  he 
fought  the  war  through.  He  went  in  as  a private  and 
he  came  out  as  a major.  If  he  is  elected,  our  pension 
money  will  never  be  worth  a cent  less  to  us  than  it  is 
now.  I am  for  McKinley,  and  so  is  every  other  old 
soldier  that  I know.  ^ 
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Hit  Appeal  to  Ueterans. 


tbc  Union  Ucteran’s  Patriotic  Ceaguc  ba$  T$$ued 

tbe  Toilowing  Jiddress. 


To  the  Surviving  Soldiers  and  Sailors  ^Yho  Served 
in  the  Union  Armv  and  Xavv  During  the  Tlfl/’ 
of  the  Rebellion. 


COMRADES; — Your  country  is  again  in  peril.  In 
the  present  Presidential  campaign  dangerous  combina- 
tions again  threaten  the  integrity  of  the  government. 
Misguided  and  unscrupulous  men  conspire  to  bring 
repudiation,  dishonor  and  '^financial  ruin  upon  this 
nation^  once  saved  by  your  valor.  The  men  who 
once  answered  the  call  to  put  down  rebellion  and  save 
the  union  have  lost  none  of  their  love  for  the  country 
and  their  devotion  to  the  flag  they  fought  to  uphold, 
and  they  see  in  the  present  situation  an  attempt  to  tar- 
nish the  good  name  of  the  republic  and  break  down  its 
most  cherished  institutions. 

The  stars  and  stripes  symbolize,  to  those  who  offered 
their  lives  in  its  defense,  a country  united  and  powerful, 
respected  at  home,  honored  the  world  over  for  its 
power,  its  justice,  and,  still  more,  for  its  integrity,  hon- 
esty and  fair  dealing.  Comrades,  you  believe  in  liberty 
under  law,  in  public  order,  in  the  maintenance  of  our 
courts  of  justice  and  in  national  honor  and  good  faith. 
You  are  unalterably  opposed  to  the  red  flag  of  anarchy 
and  mob  rule.  We  believe  that  you  resent  with  earn- 
estness all  attacks  upon  the  executive  and  judicial 
departments  of  our  government  and  commend  all 
measures  which  vindicate  the  supremacy  of  the  law 
and  restore  public  order  when  endangered. 

Many  of  cur  great  leaders  have  been  mustered  out — 
Grant,  Sherman,  Sheridan,  McQellan,  Hancock,  Bum- 
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side^  GarfielOt  Logan»  Dix  and  many  otners  have  gone 
to  their  reward.  Were  they  living  they  would  be 
united  with  us  in  this  crisis  as  they  were  in  the  days  of 
the  war.  It  remains  for  us,  their  comrades,  who  fol- 
lowed where  they  led,  to  guard  the  good  work  they 
upheld  while  living  and  to  preserve  all  they  helped  us 
to  gain  for  our  country. 

Should  this  dangerous  and  revolutionary  political 
conspiracy  against  the  financial  honor  and  integrity  of 
the  government  succeed,  every  pensioner,  every  deposi- 
tor in  a savings  bank,  every  policyholder  in  an  insur- 
ance company,  co-operative  bank,  building  and  loan 
association,  and  assessment  insurance  society  would 
lose  half  of  what  is  due  him  by  being  paid  in  50-cent 
silver  dollars.  The  price  of  everything  the  working- 
man buys  would  be  doubled,  but  he  would  have  to 
struggle  and  wait  long  before  he  secured  any  substan- 
tial increase  of  his  wages. 

Feeling  assured  that  in  this  crises  you,  the  Union 
veterans  of  the  late  war,  are  almost  unanimously  united 
in  favor  of  an  honest  government  and  a faithful  adher- 
ence to  the  principles  for  which  we  contended,  we  ap- 
peal to  you  to  lay  aside  all  partisan  differences,  to  pre- 
fer country  to  party  now  as  you  did  in  the  dark  days 
of  the  civil  war,  and  rally  to  the  support  of  our  gallant 
comrade.  Major  McKinley,  the  first  private  soldier  who 
has  ever  been  nominated  for  the  high  office  of  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  who  stood  shoulder  to 
shoulder  with  you  in  many  memorable  battles,  and 
for  two  long  years  carried  his  musket  and  shared  the 
toll  and  danger  which  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  men  in  the 
ranks  who  defended  the  Union,  and  who  to-day  stands 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  good  name  and  honor  of 
the  country. 

Major  McKinley  is  a comrade  tried  and  trusted.  He 
is  pledged  to  the  principles  for  which  you  so  freely 
exposed  your  lives  and  for  which  so  m^ny  thousands 
of  your  comrades  died  on  battlefields,  in  fever-infested 
camps  and  in  prison  pens. 
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We  feel  that  the  country  is  again  in  the  presence  of  a 
great  danger,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  men  who 
sSived  it  before  to  rally  to  its  defense  now.  Therefore 
we  urge  you  to  form  yourselves  into  an  association,  to 
be  known  as  the  **  Union  Veteran’s  Patriotic  League,” 
and  do  all  in  your  power  as  individuals  and  as  mem- 
bers of  the  league  to  secure  the  triumph  of  the  right. 
Plans  of  organization  will  be  furnished  from  this  office. 
We  ask  you  to  unite  without  reference  to  your  past 
party  affiliations  and  come  together  in  non-partisan 
associations  as  you  did  in  those  other  days. 

The  sons  of  the  fathers  who  followed  the  flag  from 
1861  to  1865  should  defend  the  blessings  secured  to 
them  by  the  services,  the  sufferings  and  the  valor  of 
their  sires.  Therefore  we  invite  all  Sons  of  Veterans 
societies  to  unite  with  us  in  this  campaign  against 
national  dishonor. 

The  address  has  about  seventy-five  signatures  of 
former  major-generals  and  officers  in  the  United  States 
army  in  the  present  time,  among  whom  are : 


Daniel  E.  Sickles, 
Horace  Porter, 

Franz  Sigel, 

L.  Edwin  Dudley, 
Oliver  0.  Howard, 
WiLLiAAt  B.  Franklin, 
St.  Clair  Mulholland, 
Stewart  L.  Woodford, 
John  C.  Robinson, 
James  S.  Negley, 
Anson  G.  McCook, 
Seldon  Conner, 


C.  H.  T.  COLLIS, 
Charles  R.  Brayton, 
POWELL  Clayton, 
William  F.  Draper, 
Maxwell  Woodhull, 
Harry  H.  Bingham, 
A.  M.  Edwards, 

S.  C.  Warriner, 
James  R.  Obeirne, 

S.  H.  Spooner, 

C.  T.  BOSTWICK, 
Harry  White. 


Ex-President  Harrison  wrote  that  while  he  was  not 
in  this  city  to  affix  his  signature  to  the  address,  he  was 
in  sympathy  with  it. 
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ItleitiDcrsbip  of  tbc  Grand  Jfrmy  of  tbe 
Republic  on  June  30,  i$05. 


DEPARTMENTS. 

Posts. 

Membkhs. 

Alabama 

13 

243 

Arizona 

9 

273 

Arkansas 

47 

764 

California  and  Nevada 

10.5 

5,677 

Colorado  and  Wyoming 

54 

2,181 

Connecticut 

70 

6,403 

Dela  ware 

21 

789 

Florida 

24 

550 

Georgia 

12 

450 

Idaho 

11 

258 

Illinois 

576 

27,450 

Indiana 

506 

21,577 

Indian  Territory 

11 

237 

Iowa 

438 

16.764 

Kansas 

425 

1 o,3ao 

Kentucky 

179 

5,341 

Louisiana  and  Mississippi 

22 

1,129 

Maine 

160 

8.910 

Maryland 

51 

3,293 

Massachusetts 

211 

22,864 

Michipran 

362 

16.951 

Minnesota 

ISO 

7.6S3 

Missouri 

400 

16,401 

Montana 

19 

517 

Nebraska 

271 

7,800 

New  Hampshire 

92 

4,595 

New  Jersey 

114 

7.221 

New  Mexico 

12 

193 

New  York 

650 

38,036 

North  Dakota 

35 

573 

Ohio 

689 

86,601 

Oklahoma 

24 

870 

Oregon : 

59 

1.884 

Pennsylvania... 

627 

43,213 

Potomac 

19 

3,320 

Rhode  Island ; 

26 

2,508 

South  Dakota 

77 

2,138 

Tennessee 

91 

2,924 

Texas 

37 

1,009 

Utah 

5 

182 

Vermont 

113 

5,001 

Virginia  and  North  ('arolina 

53 

1,450 

Washington  and  Alaska 

58 

2.181 

West  Virginia  

59 

1,808 

Wisconsin  

274 

12.072 

7.303 

357,639 
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